
          SPRING LAKE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

MINUTES  

October 1, 2025  

 

Meeting was called to order at 7 PM, October 1,2025. 

           Present: 

 Michael Burke 
 Ram Atluri 
 Fran Florentine 
 Maggie Mcelynn 
 Eileen McGinnis 
 John Mulhall 
 Les Hollander 
 Syd Whalley, Council Liaison 
 

 Visitors: None 

1) Call to Order 

2) Approval of September 3, 2025, Minutes, 7 Yes, 0 No 

3) Chairman’s Report: None 

4) Council Liaison Reports: Mountz, $30,000 grant, 5G towers on Ocean Ave 

No Comments, Lake Como dredging, 1/3 of western portion of lake to be 

dredged soon, Road repairs on going (1st Ave,). Short Term Rentals 

ordinance introduced by Council, Shade Tree Inventory, 2,000 trees 

inventoried, 200 to be removed, Marucci Grant Regional Grant  

5) Committee Reports:  

A) Pollution Prevention: Eileen 

Gas Powered Leaf Blowers – continue education, monitor other 

town’s efforts 

Construction site silt fencing not enforced. Report to Freehold 

Soil. 

Electronics recycling. Need to make residents aware of this. 

Clothes recycling at Recycle Center. Where do they go?    



B) Public Education: Fran 

Support Mountz Green Team efforts, Reach out to place a table at 

public events in town, Prioritize public education efforts 

C) Natural Resources: John  

Seek buy-in from Planning Board re Natural Resource Inventory 

efforts. 

D) Recycling: Maggie 

Enhance public education on Town’s recycling efforts 

6) Old Business 

A) Gas Powered Leaf Blowers (GPLB). Syd feels that an ordinance 
banning GPLB is not supported by current Council. 

B) NJDEP has issued new guidelines flood zone changes (from raising 
houses 5’ to raising them 4’). Mike to draft letter opposing new 
guidelines. NJ builders, Jersey Shore mayors and business groups 
oppose guidelines. Environmental groups are in favor of 
guidelines (see attachment) 

7) New Business 
A) World News reports that new research from the Netherlands 

found that the average sea level rise in 2020 was only 1.5mm per 
year which is significantly lower than the 3-4 mm/year reported 
by climate scientists  

B) Spring Lake Heights dock dispute in Wreck Pond has upset 
residents since they were not told a dock would be installed as 
part of an Open Space Grant. 

C) Tony McDonald, Director, Monmouth University Urban Coast 
Institute retires. 

D) New Jersey Planner, May-June 2025 discusses Land Use and 
Zoning for AI Data Centers (especially very high demand for 
power).   

E) Monmouth County Audubon Grants available for Env. 
Commissions and others. Grants up to $1,500 are available for 
projects related to bird habitats. Applications are due 1/15/26.  

8) Resources 
A) ANJEC News, 9/17/25. No comments 
B) Conservation Quarterly, September 2025., No comments 

 
Adjourn: 8:19 PM 


