SPRING LAKE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
MINUTES
May 7, 2025

Meeting was called to order at 7 PM, May 7, 2025

Present:

Michael Burke
Maggie McElynn
Fran Florentine
John Mulhall
Ram Atluri
Eileen McGinnis
Les Hollander
Syd Whalley

Visitor(s):
Art Selegna, Wall

1)
2)
3)

Call to Order

Approval of April 2, 2025, Minutes. Approved: All; Disapproved: None
Chairman’s Report

Canopy 2050 confirmed for 5/21/25 at Community House. To be presented:
5 year plan for trees in SL; SL has a 17% tree coverage (should have 30%);
aging population of trees in SL; SL plants 30-50 trees annually (barely
enough to replace trees dying); Northern Red Oak are being decimated by a
bacterial infection; Shade Tree Committee awarded $20,00 by NJ to
inventory trees.

Council Liaison Report

Marucci Park report: revised application to be sent 7/13/25. No pond.

Inclusive playground in Divine Park. $750,000 grant from State, $250,000
from SL.



5) Committee Reports

A) Pollution Prevention (Eileen): 1308 Third Ave. site: State has sent
owner a letter to correct deficiencies at site. Owner has 60 days to
respond (deadline was missed).

B) Public Education: (Mike)

Mountz Green Team had last meeting of the school year. Team
constructed disposal bins for magic markers.

C) Natural Resources (John M):

a) Environmental Resource Inventory. A lot of the most recent
Master Plan (2010) can be used as a start for developing an
ERI. Identified gaps in the Master Plan to be filled by ERI. Red
Bank just completed their ERI (2024) (93 pages) at a cost of
$25,000. Spoke to a consultant that completed an ERI for
Ocean Township (255 pages). They had a grant from
Sustainable NJ. They estimated an ERI for SL would cost
between $15-25,000. Need to get buy-in from council. Draft an
RFP for hiring a consultant. SLH is also planning on doing an
ERI.

D) Recycling (Maggie):

Acme will take soft plastics. Borough has little interest in

providing support.
6) Old Business

A) Mountz Green Team Meeting 4/11/25. Students constructed
recycling bins for marker disposal.

B) Tree Protection & Replacement Ordinance. Replaces old
ordinance in order to comply with revised stormwater permit
requirements. SL already has an ordinance.

C) Trump administration withdraws proposed PFAS effluent limits.
No comments.

D) “What Are Microplastics Doing to Our Bodies? This Lab Is Racing
to Find Out”, NY Times, 4/8/25. No comments.

E) “2025 Fundamentals for Effective Environmental Commissions,
ANIJEC, 5/3/25, Middletown, 9 AM. No comments



F) “Offshore Wind Controversy Continues: Long Branch, Asbury Park
and Empire Wind 1 Project at the Center”, Gold Coast News,
4/2/25. No comments.

7) New Business

A) “NJ Drought Warning Action Session “, Zoom Meeting, 4/30/25,
12 PM, ANJEC. No comments.

B) NJ DEP announces the launch of an informational website and
mapping tool to help make coastal wetlands more resilient to
rates of sea level rise. No comments.

8) Resources

A) ANJEC webinar “Back to Grass”, 4/16, 7PM. No comments.

B) ANJEC News, 4/16/25. No comments.

C) ANJEC May monthly digest (contains info. on defending native
species). No comments.

D) ANJEC “Urgent Action Needed for Climate Rules” Proposes to stop
Trump Administration from preventing NJ from adopting climate
change regulations. No comments.

E) “Beyond Traditional Landscaping: Creating Small Space Gardens”,
5/3/25, 10 AM, Belmar and Lake Como Environmental
Commissions, Taylor Pavillion. No comments.

F) Littoral Society April Field Notes, 4/24/25. No comments.

G) How to Apply for Federal Grants for Environmental or Energy
Projects — NJ” NJIT, 5/15-16, 8:30 AM. No comments.

H) ANJEC Report, Spring 2025. Defending Native Species, Plastics Bill
Passes, Invasive Species Bill Moves Forward. No comments.

Adjourn: 8:30 PM Next Meeting June 4, 2025



