
SPRING LAKE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

MINUTES (REVISED)  

October 2, 2024  

Meeting was called to order at 7 PM, October 2, 2024 
  
Present: 
  
Michael Burke 
Maggie McElynn 
Fran Florentine 
Syd Whalley 
Norm Gray 
 
Absent: 
Kathleen McDonough 
Ram Atluri 
Pat Bonner 
 
 
Visitor(s): 
None 
 

1) Approval of September 4, 2024, Minutes Approved: All; Disapproved: 
None 

2) Old Business 
A) New Members 

B) Lake Testing, CLONet. Would like to get SL volunteer for Wreck Pond. Students? 

C) Proposed Phase III project for Marucci Park update (Ram). Waiting for County 

response regarding grant.   

D) Water Test Results (PFA’s are detected in both well water and Manasquan 

Reservoir) update (Mike to report to Mayor/Council) 

E) Soft plastics recycling update. Maggie has 40 bags. Will contact Mazza to see if they 

will take them and Mountz will get credit. 

F) 5G cell towers on Ocean Ave. Meeting held 9/24/24. Council to vote on Verizon 

application in October. Grass roots organization in SL has formed in opposition 

(Spring Lake Against 5G Towers). Borough has retained legal counsel and 

engineering consultant to evaluate options for Borough. Monmouth County 

Committee member Arnone (county owns Ocean Avenue) and Rep. Smith expressed 

concern about towers. Issues regarding health effects, the effect on property values, 

fire and safety were discussed. Also, approval could open door to application from 

other 5G operators and increase number of towers. 

G) GPLB update: Manasquan may do something. No movement on NJ Bills before 

house and senate. 

H) Environmental Resource Inventory (Mike)  

I) ANJEC Adopt A Drain. Public Works handles. 

J) Sustainable NJ Certification received by Mountz School. Mike to call Ms. Ping at 

Mountz to offer support. 

K) DEP proposes new land use rules for Jersey Shore. Council and Planning Board 

concerned. Env. Comm. to send a letter to Mayor and Council to oppose new flood 



control measures proposed by the State (Mike). Virtual Public Hearing held 9/19/24 

by DEP. Take away was all environmental groups were in favor of new rules and all 

local officials and NJ Bus. & Industry Group were opposed. 

3) New Business 
  

A) Lake Como testing (Ram to send report from Avakian).  
B) EV chargers in town. Will follow SLH efforts before making a decision. 
C) Power lines through Sea Girt. 

D) Elm tree in SL at 307 St. Clair has been nominated as a Signature Tree by the NJ Forest 

Service. It is estimated the tree is 184 years old and is the 15th largest Elm in the State. 

JCP&L has significantly trimmed the tree, and it still survived. 

E) Brian Thompson, former NBC reporter and member of Monmouth Beach Env. Comm. is 

available to give talks regarding plastic pollution. 

  
                         . 

Adjourn: 9:05 PM 
. 

 
Next Meeting Nov. 6, 2024 
 


