
SPRING LAKE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

MINUTES  

December 7, 2022  

Meeting was called to order at 7 PM, December 7, 2022. 
  
Present: 
  
Michael Burke 
Ram Atluri 
Stephanie Bricken 
Norm Gray 
Syd Whalley 
Maggie McElynn 
Pat Bonner 
 
Absent: 
 
Judy Cheche 
Art Selegna 
  
Visitors: 
Christine Meloro, SLH; John Downing, SL 
 

1) Approval of September 7, October 5 and November 1 minutes. All approved, No nays 
2) GPLB:  

a) ANJEC article Stephanie. 
b) AGZA charges $3,500 for a symposium. 
c) WSJ article “In Search of a Silent Leaf Blower” sent by Michael Laracy, SL resident,   
d) Status of NJ legislature bills on GPLB. Syd to check. 
e) Honda to stop manufacturing all gas powered lawn equipment by 9/23. 
f) Leave leaves on ground for wildlife article in Garden for Wildlife. 
g) Coast Star article on SL DPW reducing use of GPLB. 
h) Picture of 5 GPLB on SL property posted to EC Facebook page.  
i) Nancy Adams, Westfield Councilwoman, was on WHYY from Phil. talking about GPLB ban in 

Westfield. Also, a rep. from the NALP stated that professional landscapers would have to 
spend thousands of dollars to switch to battery powered equip. and would need 10 batteries 
to run one piece of equipment all day. 

j) SL Council meeting 11/14/22. Syd put on record as supporting GPLB ban for June, July, 
August. 

k) The SL EC recommended that a separate citizens group be formed to come up with 
recommendations for council action on GPLB. Stephanie and John Downing to organize. 

l) The EC unanimously passed a resolution to ban GPLB in SL. Mike to send a copy of the 
resolution to the Mayor and Council. 

3) Virginia consumers to pay wind power company if power generation falls below 40% of capability. 
4) Fecal coliform detection in Lake Como has not reoccurred since 6/28/22. 
5) Coastal Lakes Summit 11/8/22, Monmouth University presented a summary of the coastal lakes 

water testing for 2022. All of the lakes had similar water testing results. Water runoff and erosion 
control were discussed. 

6) Still no information on who is monitoring turtle nests in SLH. Christine to follow up.  
7) Visit to Mazza recycling operation on indefinite hold. 
8) No new information on NJ EDA control of stormwater control issues. 
9) Norm to post energy conservation tips on EC Page. 



10) DPW interview re GPLB to be coordinated by Stephanie. 
11) 1308 Third Ave. Environmental Report available from EC (contact Mike Burke). 
12) Clean Ocean Action Beach Sweeps 4/1/23. 
13) Shade Tree Committee Pilot Program for Tree Planting had 2 responses to date. 
14) Ciba Geigy Superfund site, Toms River (one of the worst Superfund sites in the nation),  to be 

restored by BASF. 
15) Adjourn 8:40 PM 

  
 

The next meeting will be January 4, 2023. 


